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The headless CMS ecosystem is growing exponentially. As more developers learn about the
Jamstack architecture and begin using it build omnichannel digital experiences, they get
convinced of the viability of a headless CMS vs a traditional one.

However, if you're convinced that the headless approach is for you, there's another problem:
how do you distinguish between different headless CMSs? They are all very similar, and the
differences only start to appear when you look closely at each vendor. That's why we created a
series of articles comparing Agility CMS with other top headless and hybrid CMSs.

In this showdown, we pitch Dato CMS, a pure headless CMS against Agility CMS, a hybrid
headless CMS, and compare both to see which emerges victorious.

Dato CMS Product Overview

DatoCMS is a cloud-based headless D Users can leverage the content
Content as a service (CaaS) platform management API to create and deploy
created to work with static websites, digital experiences; this includes
mobile apps and server-side creating, updating, deleting, and
applications of any kind. It allows fetching your projects’ content.
both non-technical users and team DatoCMS ships with an official API
members to manage their content client for Javascript and Ruby. Both
operations. clients use JSON Schema for API
typing.

DatoCMS provides a content
infrastructure that comprises two
different APIs, a content delivery API
and a content management API for
working with your content.



https://agilitycms.com/resources/posts/the-meteoric-rise-of-jamstack/
https://agilitycms.com/resources/posts/why-is-a-headless-cms-architecture-so-popular/
https://agilitycms.com/resources/posts/the-benefits-of-a-hybrid-dxp/
https://agilitycms.com/resources/posts/have-pure-headless-cmss-lost-their-way
https://agilitycms.com/resources/posts/-api-vs-webhooks-what-s-the-difference

Agility CMS Product Overview

Agility CMS evolved from a .NET-
based CMS to become a Jamstack-
ready, API-first headless CMS
designed with speed and flexibility in
mind. It gives users the tools to build,
manage, and maintain their content
with ease.

Agility CMS lets authors and editors
create and customize their digital
experiences by following the
content-first approach to building
digital experiences with low friction.
Traditional development processes
begin with design, and prototyping,
for example, the final layout of a
web page with lorum ipsum text as
placeholders.

Book a FREE
demo >

The Agility platform has a rich and
deep set of powerful features to
power your omnichannel
experiences. Most headless CMS
platforms offer workflow
functionality for approvals,
publication schedule, and similar
needs. Agility also offers an HTML
and text e-mail builder that can be
tied to workflow triggers. It provides
multi-site functionality, linking the
same content and user permissions
across multiple sites.

Agility has robust analytics and
convenient report generation built-in.
Website search is a capability built
into the platform, rather than
requiring third-party services like
Algolia. On the hosting side, Agility
CMS leverages Microsoft Azure's
hosting services and provides users
with enterprise-grade security and
support, and data protection.



https://agilitycms.com/contact-us/request-a-demo
https://agilitycms.com/resources/posts/jamstack-vs-net-what-s-the-difference
https://agilitycms.com/resources/guide/how-to-design-a-content-first-strategy-using-agility-cms
https://agilitycms.com/contact-us/request-a-demo
https://agilitycms.com/resources/posts/azure-cms

Why Agility CMS?

Agility CMS is a headless CMS
platform designed with speed and
flexibility in mind. Agility CMS gives
users the tools to build, manage,
and maintain their content with
ease, having evolved from a . NET-
based CMS to become a JAMstack-
ready, API-first headless CMS.
Generally, API-based headless
CMSs allow you to repurpose
content across multiple channels:
web pages, native mobile apps,
kiosks, even smartwatches, and
football stadium billboards. This
flexibility comes at a price with
many headless platforms.

Changes to the layout of web
pages (and other channels) require
developer time. Agility CMS solves
this by offering Built-in Page
Management at no additional
costs: using page templates and
page modules determine how
content will look when it’s rendered
on the website. Editors can modify
the layout of pages in the easy-to-
ease visual interface using drag
and drop functionality.

For instance, Pushkar M, Project Manager, G2
Crowd Reviewer says that “One of the best
things about Agility CMS is that you can revert
content to any previous version by just one
click.”



https://agilitycms.com/resources/guide/what-is-a-headless-cms
https://agilitycms.com/resources/posts/the-meteoric-rise-of-jamstack
https://agilitycms.com/resources/guide/why-agility-cms-has-page-management-as-a-headless-cms
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Sitemap and URL Management

Most headless CMSs leverage APIs
to generate a map of the pages on
your site and manage URLs. In
Agility CMS, your pages live within
your sitemap. You can see at a
glance where each page is and how
it is related to the other pages. We
also call this a 'page tree' and we
use it to show the hierarchy of all
the pages as they appear on the
website.

Dato CMS, on the other hand,
doesn't offer sitemap and URL
management out-of-the-box. The
only way to generate or manage
URLSs of any kind in Dato CMS is to
integrate third-party software or
code your own solution.

Integrated Page Management

Agility CMS's hybrid headless
approach provides templates and
modules that determine how
content will look when it's rendered
on the website. Editors can modify
the layout of pages in the easy-to-
ease visual interface using drag and
drop functionality. The system is
extensible, with many built-in
modules and the opportunity to add
new modules created by your
development team.

Dato CMS is a pure headless
solution that was created to
integrate with static site generators
like Gatsby to offer an intuitive web
Ul for content creators. A static site
generator enables content editors to
publish content without developers.
However, without the aid of third-
party software, all that Dato serves
is structured content.




Unlimited Number of API Request

Agility's CMS offers users an
unlimited number of API requests
starting from its Standard Plan,
giving you unlimited users and
content items. On the other hand,
Dato CMS doesn't offer an unlimited
number of API requests; they offer
100k/month with their free plan and
up to 2M/month with their
enterprise plan and you have to pay
for additional requests..

Anna B, Business Owner, G2 Crowd
Reviewer said that “...we evaluated so
many headless options and found that
this was by far the best solution for the
price, service provided, and back-end
and front-end usability.”




The Verdict

When choosing a CMS, decision-
makers always ask themselves the
same question: should | choose a
CMS that benefits my content editors
or one that caters to developers?

The truth is that this is no longer an
issue because you can have the best
of both worlds. However, pure
headless CMSs like Dato CMS, while
a solid choice for developers, still
lack functionalities for content
editors.

The main strength of Dato CMS lies
in its developer-focused architecture.
Dato CMS presents a simple-to-use
platform for developers that enables
plenty of third-party integrations to
make up for the, sometimes bare-
bones, structure and Ul of Dato CMS.

w

As a pure headless CMS, Dato CMS
enables developers to customize it
and create static websites and
single-page applications to deliver
them to different channels, but it
falls short on catering to content
teams and editors. For non-
technical users, Dato can present
too much of a challenge because it
needs a high degree of
customization to get it up and
running the way you want to,
which is something that doesn't
happen with Agility CMS.

Also, Dato CMS is a younger and
less established platform when
compared to Agility CMS. Plus,
Agility CMS, due to its hybrid
approach, offers greater flexibility
and out-of-the-box functionalities
than Dato CMS. That means that
Agility CMS needs to integrate with
fewer tools, which results in fewer
constraints to create a digital
experience.

Book a Demo >



https://agilitycms.com/contact-us/request-a-demo/
https://agilitycms.com/contact-us/request-a-demo/

"We drive social and economic growth

through real estate — safeguarding the

Case Study:

OXfO rd customers, partners, communities and the

future and creating a brighter world for

environment. Agility CMS is our reliable

partner on this mission"

As Oxford Properties business evolves,
and new properties emerge, Agility
provides additional licensing and
support to ensure easy and scalable
content hub evolution for the multisite
deployment.

KEN PORTER
Corporate Manager, Technology at Oxford Properties Group

Oxford Properties invests in some of
the world’s most transformative
places. They have a diverse team
working across four continents in cities
like London, New York, San Francisco,
Singapore, Sydney, and Toronto.

Many CMS Options Couldn't
Meet The Company's Needs

Oxford Properties manages an
extensive network of commercial and
residential properties, hotels, and
investment properties. All these
projects needed consistent and fast-
performing websites to match the
Oxford brand.

It was hard to find a CMS that is easy
to use for multiple marketing teams
while providing security and
scalability.
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Modern Multisite Solution for
Oxford Properties

Oxford Properties builds leading real estate businesses, with Agility CMS they can

upload new multisite quickly and easily.
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Agility CMS is a Content Management System (CMS) with built-in Hybrid
components for better Editor Experience.

The platform adopts all the aspect of Headless CMS that makes an
omnichannel approach easy, with the understanding that Page
Management is of utmost importance in any website project.

Agility is proprietary CMS with full Support and Security that
gives creative freedom to both Developers and Marketers and
eliminates friction between the teams.

Developers have full freedom to use any coding
language and any framework and code and
define custom Page Templates and Module
Definitions.

These pre-defined custom Modules and Page Templates are available to
the Marketing Teams to effortlessly create a variety of pages to meet

their fast-changing needs and market requirements. Agility CMS believes in
Content First Approach and heavily invests in helping clients to build
future-proof Content Architecture.



https://agilitycms.com/contact-us/request-a-demo
https://agilitycms.com/contact-us/request-a-demo

Agility CMS Differentiators

e Itis a modern Enterprise-grade Composable DXP with flexible
Headless approach in its heart.

e Unlike many other Headless CMS, Agility CMS also offers tools
for Enterprise teams to effortlessly manage content delivery to
websites and apps like Page Management, Sitemaps, Content
Modelling.

o With Page Management built-in, developers don’t have to build
an entirely new way to manage pages and routing. At the same
time, marketers can easily edit content across a variety of
channels without any coding experience.

o Agility CMS provides enterprise-level security and support, it is
SOC2 compliant.

o Agility CMS is Jamstack friendly and allows to start quickly with
your favorite frameworks and deploy with a few clicks.

Details

License Model: Agility CMS is a multi-tenant SaaS platform, and hosted on
ﬁ] MicrosoftAzure Cloud

g Price: Starts with FREE Developer Edition. Paid plans have extensive TRIAL.
; i/ Learn more.

E'P@ Key Components: Page Management, Content Relationships, Content
[ECE] Modelling, POS, Search, User Generated Content, Personalization, Digital
Asset Management. Unlimited content models, Locales, API calls,

D‘@ Upgrades: Automatic, monthly platform updates.
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https://agilitycms.com/
https://agilitycms.com/pricing

